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INSIDE

Candidates vie for open seats

BRAMPTON 
BOUNDARY 
CHANGES
By Leah Wong

As a result of Brampton’s growing population the city’s federal 
riding boundaries have shift ed since the last election. With fi ve 
federal ridings in Brampton, two are open races—Brampton 
East and Brampton West.
 Following the October 19 election the city will have fi ve 
MPs, at least two of which will be new faces. Th e new riding 
of Brampton East—comprising portions of the old Bramalea-
Gore-Malton and Brampton-Springdale—does not have an 
incumbent as the respective MPs, Conservatives Bal Gosal 
and Parm Gill, are running in other ridings. Th rough the 
rejig Brampton West’s boundaries have also changed and the 
riding’s MP Kyle Seeback (Conservative) has chosen to run in 
the new riding Brampton South. 
 Running in the open race in Brampton East are former 
Indo Canada Chamber of Commerce president Naval Bajaj 
(Conservative), lawyer Raj Grewal (Liberal), service associate 
Kyle Lacroix (Green) and business analyst Harbaljit Kahlon 
(NDP). Over in Brampton West 
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Hamilton Urban Boundary 

PARCELS UP 
FOR REVIEW
By Geordie Gordon

Hamilton’s urban boundary could be changing as part of the 
coordinated Greenbelt Plan review. Th e city is consulting the 
public on the specifi c lands that it is considering for removal 
or addition to the greenbelt. It also wants the ability to make 
minor adjustments to the natural heritage system outside of 
the review process. 
 Following in the footsteps of other municipalities which 
have submitted potential greenbelt boundary changes to the 
province, Hamilton is currently considering revisions that 
would impact its urban boundary. Th e city is asking residents 
for input on the potential addition of three parcels and the 
removal of four parcels from the Greenbelt Plan. Currently, 78 
per cent of city land lies within the greenbelt. 
 Hamilton policy/information planning and zoning by-
law reform manager Joanne Hickey-Evans stresses that the 
process underway in Hamilton is all about getting feedback.
 “[Th e areas are] out there for conversation, were there any 
areas that people thought ‘wow, yeah that make a lot of sense’, 
or were there areas that people said ‘oh, that doesn’t make 
sense’’ that type of thing, that’s why we did it.” Hickey-Evans 
told NRU. CONTINUED PAGE 6 >> CONTINUED PAGE 7 >
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SEPTEMBER 23
Durham Region Council, 10:00 a.m.

Hamilton Council, 5:00 p.m.

Georgina Council, 7:00 p.m.

Brampton Economic Development 
Committee, 1:00 p.m. *CANCELLED

SEPTEMBER 24
York Region Council, 9:30 a.m. 

Markham Development Services 
Committee (Public Meeting), 7:00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 28
Burlington Council, 6:30 p.m.

Oshawa Council, 6:30 p.m.

Halton Hills Council, 6:30 p.m.

Whitby Planning & Development 
Committee, 7:00 p.m.

King Council/Committee of the Whole, 
6:00 p.m.

Newmarket Committee of the Whole, 
1:30 p.m. 

Ajax Council, 7:00 p.m.

Brock Planning Committee, 10:00 a.m.

Uxbridge Council, 7:00 p.m.

Clarington Council, 7:00 p.m.

Scugog Council, 10:00 a.m.

Milton Council and Committee of the 
Whole, 7:00 p.m.

A development proposal is fi nding favour 
with the City of Pickering for its long-term 
rezoning application, but not necessarily 
for what is being proposed to be built 
right now. Th e developer plans to start 
by building lower structures than the city 
would like to see on the site, with higher 
density residential to come at a later date.
 Th e proposal, submitted by Duffi  n’s 
Point, is to develop a 3.2-ha. site at 2460 and 
2470 Brock Road into a retail/commercial 
complex with a total gross fl oor area 
of 13,700 sq. m. Th e seven buildings 
proposed would be predominantly one-
storey structures with two-storey massing. 
Th e building on the corner of Brock and 
Valley Farm Road would be three storeys 
with a massing of four, as the corner is 
intended to be the focal point in the Duffi  n 
Heights neighbourhood. 
 Pickering chief planner Catherine 
Rose is concerned about how the future 
of the community is incorporated in the 
proposal.
 “I think in terms of built form, we 
are disappointed that [Duffi  n’s Point] 
wants to come in and build single-storey, 
freestanding retail buildings, which is 

refl ected in the low FSI,” she told NRU. 
“Th e spine in this community along 
Brock Road is not to be an arterial road 
with the traditional one-storey plazas, 
drive-though restaurants... we’re trying to 
create much more of a main street in the 
community.” 
 Representing Duffi  n’s Point, GHD plan-
ning manager Bryce Jordan diff ers from 
Rose in his assessment of Brock Road.
 “We think [the initial development 
is] important in what’s intended to be a 
mixed-use neighbourhood, particularly 
with the exposure to Brock Road, It’s a type 
A arterial...its a fairly important mixed-use 
area,” Jordan told NRU.
 Jordan also highlighted the need to bring 
commercial and retail services to the area.
 ‘”We think it’s important to be able to 
bring services and shopping opportunities, 
to be able to service that population as well 
as to bring in employment, somewhere 
between 100-150 jobs, so that it isn’t just 
a single-function residential area, and to 
do that really early on in the development 
process.” 
 One aspect they do agree on is the long-
term outlook for the 
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CITY NOT GETTING 
THE HEIGHT
 By Geordie Gordon
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Aft er a summer of rallying public interest, City of Hamilton 
staff  is working with residents to develop a community vision 
that will guide decision-making for the next 25 years. 
 Known as Our Future Hamilton, the initiative seeks to 
update the city’s fi rst community vision called Vision 2020. 
Created in 1992, Vision 2020 helped to guide the city’s decision 
making and strategic planning process. 
 “[Vision 2020] is coming to the end of its lifespan and 
the city manager’s offi  ce recognized we needed to update the 
vision,” neighbourhood and community initiatives director 
Suzanne Brown told general committee last week. “[In the 
update] we wanted to be thoughtful about the way that we 
engaged residents.” 
 To guide the process, council adopted a public engagement 
charter created with the help of the Hamilton Engagement 
Committee in March. (See April 1 edition of NRU.) Work on 
Our Future Hamilton will conclude into early spring 2016 
when work on the new strategic plan is scheduled to begin. 
 Community initiatives manager John Ariyo told committee 
that staff  have constantly been trying to determine how best 
to engage residents. Th e primary strategy, so far, has been to 
target people as they are out and about in the community—
with staff  frequenting festivals, shopping malls and sports 
facilities. 
 In the fi rst phase, completed between April and mid-
August, the city engaged almost 24,000 residents on a new 
vision. Th e goal is to engage 50,000 by the time the initiative 
ends in spring 2016.
 Brown said staff  has also engaged the city’s key anchor 
institutions, which will use the input collected through the 
visioning process to guide their own priorities. 
 “For the fi rst time the City of Hamilton along with key 
stakeholders will start to align their priorities and we will start 
to move in the same direction.”  
 Heading into the second phase of the initiative, staff  is 
seeking to further refi ne input from the community to inform 
a draft  community vision framework that will be presented to 
the public in December.  
 Meanwhile, staff  is working to close the gaps and fi nd ways 
to engage groups that traditionally are left  out of the process—

particularly small businesses, people with disabilities, 
communities outside of the core and youth. 
 Ward 6 councillor Tom Jackson suggested to committee 
that there is an opportunity to use this process to engage the 
city’s youth. While the city has a youth advisory committee 
Jackson said it has struggled to have the necessary membership 
to hold meetings. 

 Brown said staff  have been working to specifi cally target 
youth engagement in its neighbourhood work and have been 
asking youth how they want to be engaged. What they’ve 
found is that formalized structures preferred by adults are not 
as popular with youth. 
 “Youth like to be engaged over something concrete. A 
committee may be less appealing than coming in and talking 
about a specifi c issue.” 
 Councillor Matthew Green suggested that while he’s 
noticed staff ’s presence in the community he feels the process 
has, so far, missed an opportunity to leverage social media to 
reach a wider range of residents. nru

 Envisioning Hamilton’s future

SEEKING PUBLIC INPUT
 
 By Leah Wong 

Seven draft directions 
guide the visioning 
engagement process

Advance environmental 

responsibility and 

stewardship

Maintain community assets 

and critical infrastructure

Increase economic 

prosperity and opportunities

Foster an active and healthy 

society 

Promote connected 

communities and safe 

neighbourhoods

Embrace culture and social 

diversity

Create a city of engaged and 

empowered residents.

For the first time the City of Hamilton along with key 
stakeholders will start to align their priorities and we 
will start to move in the same direction.

• Suzanne Brown
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When it comes to the future of the car, there is no easy consensus 
except to acknowledge that technological advances are 
increasing transportation options. Meanwhile, fundamental 
questions about city building remain as policymakers consider 
the impact of technology on future mobility trends. 
 To address the challenge of transportation in the GTA, 
transportation minister Steven Del Duca urged participants 
at the September 17 Transportation Futures conference to 
consider the ingrained behavioural instincts of the people that 
travel in the GTA.
 “In a province that is currently home to more than 
12-million registered vehicles, 7-million of which are cars… It 
is simply not good enough to pretend cars, and those that own 
and drive them, are the enemy… To me, the really exciting 
news is that solving our gridlock challenge, and as a result 
unlocking our regional economic potential, while at the same 
time improving our quality of life, does not require that public 
policy makers wage a war on the car.” 
 In fact, large automakers such as Nissan and Ford have 
promised autonomous vehicles as early as 2020. Transportation 
planners and operations leaders, such as City of Toronto 
transportation services general manager Stephen Buckley, 
are preparing for their arrival. Working with researchers at the 
University of Toronto to forecast future traffi  c scenarios with 
autonomous vehicles, Buckley hopes the city will have a plan 
to anticipate their arrival. 
 But University of California at Berkeley research engineer 
Dr. Steven Shladover presents a contrasting, much less 
optimistic timeline for autonomous vehicle technology. He 
says fully driverless vehicles are at least fi ve decades away and 
there are still challenges to overcome to make them safe.
 “Everybody likes to talk about the 95 per cent of the crashes 
[due to human error] that will go away, but nobody likes to talk 
about the new crashes that will be caused by the automation 
system.” 
 Shladover cautions that there will always be an infi nite 
set of novel circumstances that programmers and soft ware 

developers cannot predict, so fully autonomous vehicle 
functions in the near future will likely be restricted to 
operating on limited-access expressways and in very low-
speed environments. 
 Metrolinx regional planning director Antoine Belaieff  told 
NRU that collaboration will be critical in a future driven by 
technological advancement.
 “Th e lesson from the Pan Am games in Toronto is that 
traffi  c is everybody’s business. In future, rapid technological 
progress [will] necessitate strengthened collaboration [among] 
the government, the public and the private sector.” 
 Today, carsharing and ridesharing rely on existing 
technological infrastructure, such as smartphones and the 
internet to enable drivers and passengers to eff ectively co-
ordinate transportation services. A heated discussion ensued 
among AutoShare founder Kevin McLaughlin, Uber 
Canada general manager Ian Black, RideCo founder Prem 
Gururajan, and Beck Taxi operations manager Kristine 
Hubbard concerning their views on new trends in the sharing 
economy. 
 According to Black, Uber off ers more reliable services than 
traditional for-hire transportation services by coordinating 
the supply of drivers with passenger demand. 

The future of the car

TRENDS IN MOBILITY 
AND TECHNOLOGY 
By George Liu 

CONTINUED PAGE 5 >
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 “In the City of Toronto, there are 5,000 taxi cabs. Having 
a fi xed supply [doesn’t make sense] when we know demand 
goes up and down. We know that at 2 a.m. on Saturday night, 
there is a huge rush of people to get home safely.” 
 Hubbard disagrees. Making a distinction between 
technology and service, she argues that when it comes to 
service, there is no fundamental diff erence between traditional 
taxis and ridesharing services.
 “If we are all being honest with each other… a person, in 
a car, driving you from one place to another, driving you to 
somewhere else, ready to pick up another person, is a taxi. … 
We want to ensure that [the ride] is safe.” 
 Gururajan is an entrepreneur who sees opportunity in 
providing a service that rivals the price of public transportation 
while delivering the door-to-door convenience of a taxi. Th ere 
is a very large pricing and service gap between the personal 
automobile and public transportation, especially in the 
suburbs, and currently there are no fl exible transit options. 
RideCo is trying to fi ll that gap in Milton by off ering door-to-
door bus services through a partnership with GO Transit.
 “RideCo, through personalized transit, is the middle option 
[between travelling in a personal automobile and on public 
transit],” says Gururajan. 
 In spite of all the technological advances, Michigan 
University urban design lecturer Kit Krankel McCullough 
warns that fundamental questions about city building will 
remain. Th e purpose of transportation is to bring people 
together. While future shared-mobility technologies will off er 
people multiple travel options, it is cities that must provide 
attractive destinations worth living and working in, as well as 
visiting.

 “We have to be deliberate about what kind of city we 
want, and what future we want. Do we want the city to fi t our 
transportation system or for our transportation system to fi t 
the city?” 

George Liu is a freelance transportation reporter on assignment 
with NRU. nru

MOBILITY AND TECHNOLOGY
        CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

rezoning application, which seeks high-density residential 
uses on the site. Rose is encouraged by this pre-emptive zoning 
request. 
 “Th at’s the type of zoning strategy that we’ll be looking at on 
properties in the mixed corridor,” she said. 

 Jordan said that the residential uses will be coming at a later 
date.
 “Th e commercial is the fi rst stage of a much longer 
implementation,” he said. 
 A staff  report is anticipated in early 2016. nru

NOT GETTING THE HEIGHT
        CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

PLANNING COORDINATOR, POLICY & GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

The Building Industry and Land Development Association is     
currently seeking an energetic, organized, results-oriented individual to 
join its team as Planning Coordinator in the Policy & Government 

Relations department.

Reporting to the Vice President, and Senior Manager, our new team 
member will monitor emerging municipal government legislation, 
regulations and by-laws, manage and coordinate BILD Chapters, and 
Committees, assist in the development of research and position papers, 
liaise with and communicate the interests of the Association with our 
municipal partners and government agencies and ensure that      
communications with BILD members is maintained on issues affecting 
the industry.

The candidate will have a degree in urban planning or a related 
discipline, an understanding of provincial/regional/municipal      
governance structures, and knowledge of issues affecting the land 
development and home building industry.  Preferred candidates will 
have exceptional communication skills, a demonstrated ability to 
multi-task in a fast-paced environment, and strong inter-personal skills 
when working with multi-disciplinary teams and a membership base.

Please e-mail a copy of your resume, along with salary expectations to 
the attention of  Paula Tenuta, Vice President, Policy & Government 
Relations at ptenuta@bildgta.ca.
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 Residents are asked to provide their feedback based on a 
list of proposed criteria provided by the city. To be considered 
for inclusion or exclusion, residents must assess the specifi ed 
parcel’s value as agriculture, cultural heritage and protected 
environment, among others. 
 Th e response from the public provides a range of opinion. 
 “It runs the gamut from ‘don’t touch it at all’ to ‘take it all 
out’, ‘put more in’, ‘keep the status quo’, you’ve got everything 
in between,” Hickey-Evans said. 
 While Hickey-Evans said the process is not in any way 
intended to undermine the Greenbelt Plan, Environmental 
Defence executive director Tim Gray sees any potential 
change to the greenbelt boundaries as highly detrimental to 
the legitimacy of the greenbelt itself. 
 “If you have a greenbelt that’s not permanent, it’s not a 
greenbelt. It’s just back to the kind of planning that we had 
before we had the legislation if you can routinely remove 
stuff  from its protections. So it would be the end of the whole 
experiment and I think the public doesn’t want that,” Gray told 
NRU. “[Further] if you have a system put in place that would 
allow routine removals [as suggested by some municipalities], 
we would see huge resources going into that from the 
development industry because they would have a huge vested 
interest in doing it.”
 Gray does acknowledge that there are some instances 
where correcting the boundaries might be necessary, but it 
shouldn’t occur outside of the review process.
 “Th e boundaries were established, by necessity, along some 
administrative lines. If some of those don’t make any sense, 
you know, some of them should be [moved] over a hundred 
metres or up-to-a-hundred metres that’s one thing and that 
should be done during this process. Th e Ministry of Municipal 
Aff airs and Housing should look at those things.”
 Hamilton is asking the province for the ability to make 
minor adjustments to the boundaries of the Natural Heritage 
System within the greenbelt, outside of the coordinated review 
process. 
 “[It’s] more of an appeal mechanism and the ability 
to [make] small adjustments to [natural heritage system] 
boundaries [within the greenbelt] where there are errors,” 
Hickey-Evans said. 
 Hamilton-Halton Home Builders Association executive 

offi  cer Suzanne Mammel agrees with the city’s request.
 “It’s oft en people at the local level, conservation authorities, 
natural heritage planners at the city, who know the lands here. 
Th ere is a general agreement that some of the mapping done 
by MNR and conservation authorities is out of date, and not 
necessarily indicative of what’s around,” Mammel told NRU.
 Mammel would like to see a consistent approach brought to 
the process of defi ning the edges of the natural heritage system.
 “Having a mechanism whereby municipalities make those 
decisions at the local level, and having a system where every 
municipality is doing it consistently because there’s nothing 
that developers like more than knowing what the rules of the 
game are.”
 Hamilton parcels that are under consideration for addition 
to the greenbelt include lands near Book Road, Nebo Road 
and the area surrounding the Red Hill Urban River Valley. 
Th ose parcels that are up for consideration for removal are 
areas around Lower Stoney Creek, Upper Stoney Creek, 
Stoneybrook and North Twenty Mile Creek. 
 Th e city has completed three community meetings on 
the greenbelt boundary, and has a fourth and fi nal meeting 
scheduled for September 28. nru

PARCELS UP FOR REVIEW
            CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

We have an exciting opportunity in the Development Planning 
Department for an experienced and motivated individual: 

URBAN DESIGNER - 1 Year Contract (File #15-2360-GL) 

As one of Southern Ontario’s fastest growing cities, with its mix 
of urban and rural areas, Vaughan is an in-demand place to live 
and work. A City considered one of Canada’s most family-
friendly, Vaughan has a dynamic and diverse population of over 
300,000. With one of the top performing economies, a growing 
tourism industry and an enviable portfolio of recreational and 
cultural venues, this is the place where you want to be.  For 
more information on this position, please follow this link: Urban 
Designer - 1 Year Contract (File 15-2360-GL) Repost  

Erratum
In the September 16 edition of NRU, Ashley Yearwood was 
incorrectly listed as a member of the City of Pickering staff. NRU 
regrets the error.

http://www.vaughan.ca/cityhall/employment/Jobs/Urban Designer (1 Year Contract) File 15-2360-GL.pdf
http://www.hamilton.ca/city-planning/official-plan-zoning-by-law/provincial-plan-review


the candidates are policy advisor Karthika Gobinath (Green), 
registered nurse Kamal Khera (Liberal), Peel Region business 
performance management supervisor Adaoma Patterson 
(NDP) and Conservative MP Parm Gill’s former chief of staff  
Ninder Th ind (Conservative). 
 Residents in Brampton are feeling fi nancially strained as 
the cost of living continues to rise while unemployment rates 
are high and precarious work is more prevalent. 
 “Brampton is a victim of losing a lot of well-paying jobs,” 
Kahlon told NRU. In particular he said the city has lost a lot 
of manufacturing jobs as plants have closed down in recent 
years. “I think the NDP plan to diversify the economy and 
invest in the manufacturing sector could help bring back some 
of those jobs.” 
 Lacroix said to ensure there are secure and reliable jobs 
the Green Party would invest in renewable energy, which will 
provide more sustainable jobs long-term. He said other global 
governments are investing in clean technology and Canada 
should reposition itself as a leader in this sector. 
 Brampton residents are concerned, in particular, about 
the job opportunities for young people when they fi nish their 

post-secondary education.
 Grewal said the Liberals’ youth employment strategy is 
committing up to $40-million to ensure there are more full-
time employment opportunities for young Canadians. Under 
this plan every federal department will hire co-op students 
and off er paid internships so young people can start getting 
work experience. 
 “We’re also willing to pay up to $5,000 for the cost of a new 
co-op hire,” said Grewal. “Th at’s going to start to alleviate the 
high youth unemployment.” 
 Several candidates also talked about the need to reduce the 
level of student debt in Canada. 
 “Th e federal government needs to play a bigger role in post-
secondary education and ensuring that all Canadians have an 
opportunity to go to post-secondary institutions without the 
burden of debt,” said Grewal. He said the federal government 
should have better national scholarships in addition to off ering 
more co-op and internship positions. 
 Gobinath said reducing student debt it the best way to 
ensure young people have opportunities when they fi nish 
school. Th e Green Party has a plan to 
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BRAMPTON BOUNDARY CHANGES
             CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

NDP candidate Harbaljit Kahlon

Green Party candidate Karthika 
Gobinath

Conservative candidate Ninder Thind NDP candidate Adaoma Patterson 

CONTINUED PAGE 8 >>
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Conservative candidate Naval Bajaj Liberal candidate Raj Grewal Liberal candidate Kamal Khera

Green Party candidate Kyle Lacroix 

Brampton East Brampton West



phase-out tuition fees by 2020 and to introduce a debt 
forgiveness program to eliminate debt over $10,000. 
 Many residents are also concerned about high property 
taxes in relation to the level of municipal services they 
receive. With municipalities such as Brampton feeling budget 
pressures, several candidates said there is a need to rethink 
how the federal government supports municipalities.  
 “Th e way our taxation system is set up is not fair,” said 
Gobinath. She said municipalities are in the best position to 
deliver a lot of services to residents, but only receive 8 cents for 
every dollar in tax. 
 “Th ere’s a feeling that the government keeps taking more and 
[residents say] ‘we’re not seeing the benefi ts,’” said Patterson. 
 She said the NDP’s plan to provide, sustainable annual 
funding for cities would allow local governments to plan long-
term and incorporate federal funding into their budgets. 
 Grewal said investments in infrastructure will have the 
added benefi t of boosting the economy in a time of technical 
recession. Th ese investments will lead to better transit, more 
childcare spaces and more aff ordable housing. 
 “Th e [federal] government needs to increase spending. Th e 
only way the federal government can kick-start the economy 
is with infrastructure spending,” said Grewal. “Th e time to 
invest is now.” 
 Lacroix said the Green Party will ensure municipalities have 
the money to fund transit projects that would best meet the 
needs of their residents. By investing in public transportation 
it could reduce the number of cars per household in Brampton. 
 Brampton also has a large newcomer population—
according to the 2011 census more than 50 per cent of 
Brampton residents were born outside of Canada. With many 
new residents choosing to settle in Brampton, residents are 
concerned with the availability of settlement programs.   
 “We need a total revamp of Canada’s immigration policies. 
Th e Harper government has gutted new settlement programs 
and they have a huge mistrust of new Canadians,” said Grewal. 
He added that reinstating investments into these programs is 
the fi rst step to better supporting newcomers.  
 Additionally a lot of well-educated and highly-skilled immi-
grants have credentials that are not easily transferable when 
they come to Canada. 
 Kahlon said there needs to be more investment in training 

and resources for foreign credential recognition so newcomers 
can continue the work they were doing prior to coming to 
Canada. 
 As she’s been out campaigning Patterson has heard many 
residents talk about a disconnect from local leaders and the 
feeling that politics doesn’t matter. With a large immigrant 
population in Brampton, she said the passing of Bill C-51 has 
added to this feeling as many consider this policy to be divisive. 
 To address this growing cynicism Patterson said the key 
thing is to remain visible and connected with the community. 
If elected she would host regular town hall meetings to get 
feedback from residents. 

Brampton West candidates Kamal Khera (Liberal) and Ninder 
Th ind (Conservative) and Brampton East candidate Naval 
Bajaj (Conservative) did not respond before deadline.
With fi les from Mimi Graham. nru
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BRAMPTON BOUNDARY CHANGES
             CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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GTA IN BRIEF
PEEL
Mississauga live/work 
townhomes proposed

Mississauga planning and 
development committee 
at its meeting September 8 
considered offi  cial plan and 
zoning by-law amendment 
applications by Glen Schnarr 
and Associates, on behalf of 
owners Ahmed Al Sabbagh 
and Mohammed Albarrak, 
for the property at 2560 and 
2564 Confederation Parkway 
West. Th e application 
proposes four three-storey 
live/work townhomes 
with retail stores, offi  ce 
or personal service shops 
(such as hair salons and 
spas) on the ground fl oor 
and residential units on the 
second and third fl oors. A 
fi nal recommendation report 
will be brought forward once 
all public comments have 
been received.

Townhouses recommended 
in Mississauga 

At its September 8 meeting, 
Mississauga planning and 
development committee 
considered offi  cial plan and 
zoning by-law amendment 
applications by Blackrock 
Aquitaine for its property 
at 6719 Glen Erin Drive. 
Blackrock is proposing 83 
condominium townhouse 

and stacked-townhouse 
dwellings in addition to the 
existing 13-storey rental 
apartment building. Th e 
committee deferred its 
decision on the application 
until the completion of the 
Meadowvale Development 
Strategy and staff  have 
obtained clarity with respect 
to water and sewage capacity.

YOR K

Markham mixed-use 
building proposed

Markham development 
services committee 
considered a preliminary 
report at its meeting 
September 8 regarding an 
offi  cial plan amendment 
application by Cornell 
Rouge Development 
Corporation & Auriga 
Developments for its 
property at the northwest 
corner of Highway 7 East 
and Donald Cousens 
Parkway. Cornell & Auriga 
is proposing a multi-storey, 
mid-rise, mixed-use building 
with about 190 residential 
units with retail space 
on the ground fl oor and 
offi  ce space on the second 
and third fl oors. A fi nal 
recommendation report will 
be brought forward once all 
agency and public comments 
have been received.

Detached houses proposed 
on Woodbine

At its September 8 meeting, 
Markham development 
services committee 
considered a preliminary 
report regarding applications 
for a zoning by-law 
amendment and draft  plan 
of subdivision by Livante 

Holdings, 2271850 Ontario 
and Vetmar to permit 23 
single-detached dwellings 
at 10978, 10988, 11030 
Woodbine Avenue. A fi nal 
recommendation report will 
be brought forward upon 
receipt of all agency and 
public comments. nru
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Welcoming NRU’s new 
planning reporter

Born and raised in Vancouver 

B.C., Geordie Gordon has 

long felt passionate about the 

planning issues unique to dense 

urban centres. He was inspired 

by his move to Toronto to pursue 

planning as a career. Though 

interested in many aspects of 

planning, waterfront access and 

transit infrastructure rank high. 

   Geordie holds a Masters in 

Planning from Ryerson University 

and a Bachelor of Arts in 

Geography from the University 

of Victoria. In his spare time, 

he is a contributor to the Cities 

Alive podcast project. 

http://www2.markham.ca/markham/ccbs/indexfile/Agendas/2015/Development Services/pl150908/cornell report.pdf
http://www2.markham.ca/markham/ccbs/indexfile/Agendas/2015/Development Services/pl150908/livante report.pdf
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Hamilton OPA settled
In a September 1 decision, board member Sylvia Sutherland 
approved a settlement between the City of Hamilton 
and Moore Sovereign Consistory (Scottish Rite Club 
of Hamilton) regarding a site-specifi c amendment to the 
Strathcona Secondary Plan. Moore owns the property at 
148, 152 and 154 George Street and appealed the passing of 
an offi  cial plan amendment concerned with how the new 
land use designation for its property would hinder the future 
development and functional fl exibility of its lands.
 Planner Benjamin Clare (A.J. Clarke and Associates) 
provided evidence on behalf of Moore and in support of the 
settlement. He said that the modifi ed offi  cial plan amendment 
has appropriate regard for matters of provincial interest, is 
consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement and conforms 
to the Growth Plan and the Urban Hamilton Offi  cial Plan.

 Agreeing with Clare’s uncontested evidence the board 
approved the settlement.
 Solicitors involved in this decision were Nancy Smith 
(Turkstra Mazza Associates) representing Moore Sovereign 
Consistory and Dennis Perlin representing the City of 
Hamilton. (See OMB Case No. PL131390.)

Dentists settle Kleinburg variances 
In a September 3 decision, board member Sarah Jacobs 
approved a settlement between Dr. Laura Iliagviev Dentistry 
and B and A regarding a minor variance application for B and 
A’s Kleinburg property at 10465 Islington Avenue. Iliagviev 
Dentistry appealed the City of Vaughan committee of 
adjustment’s approval of a variance which would allow B and 
A to have six rather than 10 parking spaces for its dental offi  ce.
 Th e parties agreed to amend the 
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P2 LANDS - DRAFT PLAN APPROVED

ADDRESS
North East Corner of Killarney Beach Road/ 
4th Line & 20th Sideroad

ACREAGE 78.5 Acres

DESIGNATION
Residential Low Density 1 & 2 & Neighbourhood 
Commercial/Mixed Use

APPROVED  
DRAFT PLAN

Approved for 121 single family units including 63 
serviced lots as well 7.44 acres of the 78.5 acres is 
designated as Neighbourhood Commercial/Mixed Use.

P3 LANDS - DRAFT PLAN APPROVED

ADDRESS
South East Quadrant of Killarney Beach 
Road/4th Line & 20th Sideroad

ACREAGE 73.35 Acres

DESIGNATION Residential Policy Area – Residential Low Density 2

APPROVED  
DRAFT PLAN

Approved for 120 single family lots and an 82 unit 
Seniors Residence.
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Mike Albano was elected 

Town of Halton Hills Ward 

1 councillor in a by-election 

Monday. He fills the seat that 

became vacant when Councillor 

Mike O’Leary died in May. 

GTA PEOPLE

variance to clarify the number of health professionals that may 
work at the offi  ce with this reduced parking requirement. Th e 
settlement states that one dentist and two part-time dental 
hygienists are permitted to be employed at this offi  ce.
 Th e board heard evidence from planner Timothy Jessop 
(Weston Consulting Group) and transportation planner 
Richard Pernicky (Nextrans Engineering) in support of 
the settlement. Th ey said that six parking spaces would be an 
adequate supply based on the size of the building and its use. 
Th ey testifi ed that the proposal meets the four tests set out in 
the Planning Act.
 Th e board agreed with the evidence provided and approved 
the settlement, withholding its fi nal order for 30 days to allow 
for any interested persons to come forward if concerned with 
this matter.
 Solicitors involved in this decision were Mary Flynn-
Guglietti (McMillan LLP) representing B and A Inc. and Bev 
Hanuka (Law Works PC) representing Dr. Laura Iliagviev 
Dentistry Professional Corp. (See OMB Case No. PL150616.)

Richmond Hill infill upheld
In a September 3 decision, board members Anne Milchberg 
and Blair Taylor dismissed an appeal by George Lakas et al. 
against the Town of Richmond Hill committee of adjustment’s 
approval of consent and minor variances for Antonio and 
Maria Flocco’s property at 156 Garden Avenue. Th e Floccos 
are proposing to sever their property into two near-equal lots, 
retaining the existing two-storey detached home and creating 
a new development lot that would front onto Winchester Lane.
 Neighbour Lakas opposed the proposal along with 15 
other area residents who joined him in the appeal. Lakas said 
that the proposed lot on Winchester Lane would be narrower 
and smaller than other lots on the street and does not fi t 
with the character of the area. He also raised concerns that 
the approval of the severance and variance would encourage 

other severance applications in the neighbourhood, altering 
the area’s distinctive fabric of two-storey houses with double-
car garages.
 Planner Jim Kotsopoulos (JKO Planning Services) 
provided evidence on behalf of the Floccos. He said that the 
proposal is a modest form of intensifi cation conforming to the 
policies in the Provincial Policy Statement and consistent with 
the Growth Plan. He testifi ed that the variances are minor and 
would not result in any adverse impacts on the neighbourhood.
 Th e board agreed with the testimony by Kotsopoulos and 
dismissed the appeal.
 Th e solicitor involved in this decision was Paul DeMelo 
(Kagan Shastri LLP) representing Antonio and Maria Flocco. 
(See OMB Case No. PL150161.)

Patio relocation for Hamilton restaurant
In a September 9 decision, board member Mary-Anne Sills 
approved a settlement between Peter Zourntos and Eleni 
Christophorou regarding the City of Hamilton committee of 
adjustment’s approval of minor variances for Christophorou’s 
property at 1546-1548 Main Street West. Christophorou is 
proposing to establish a 50-seat restaurant with an accessory 
outdoor patio. Th e settlement between the parties involves 
relocating the patio from the west to the east side of the lot.
 City planner Steve Boich said that the city is not opposed 
to the relocation of the patio. He said that moving the patio to 
the east does not result in any changes to the application and 
will actually increase the opportunity for landscaping along the 
street. Boich testifi ed that the settlement does not result in any 
adverse impacts and meets the four tests in the Planning Act.
 Th e board agreed with Boich’s testimony and approved the 
settlement.
 Th e solicitor involved in this decision was Anthony Powell 
(Pelech, Otto & Powell) representing Peter Zourntos. (See 
OMB Case No. PL150413.) nru
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